
Defense Investigator Training Academy 
October 19 - 23, 2026 

The Defense Investigators Association (DIA) is proud to present the next module of it’s 
premier accredited training, specifically designed for professional criminal defense 
investigators, and with over 25 years of certifying Defense Investigators:

DITA II: The Core Pillars of Defense Investigations 

The Defense Investigator Training Academy (DITA) program consists of four modules 
targeting specific areas of criminal defense investigations. Each module is comprised of a 
minimum of thirty hours of classroom and laboratory instruction followed by a final exam. 
Students must complete all four modules of training and pass rigorous written 
examinations in each module in order to complete the full course. Upon completion of all 
four modules, the student will receive accreditation as a Certified Criminal Defense 
Investigator (CCDI).  The program is sponsored and accredited by the California Defense 
Investigators Association. The instructors of record are Attorneys James McMahon & 
Matt Mohun, County of San Diego Office of the Alternate Public Defender. 

Training Topics for this DITA: 

- Criminal Procedure
- Investigating Police Misconduct
- Confessions & Admissions
- Using Jury Instructions in Your Investigation
- Juvenile Dependency/Delinquency

- Admissibility of Evidence
- Subpoenas, SDTs & Out-of-State Service
- Locating Witnesses & Records/DMV Resources
- Search & Seizure
- Motions & Hearings

Classes will be taught by subject matter experts – criminal defense attorneys and 
investigators. Students are required to physically attend every class and may not audit any 
portion of the program. Students may be required to complete pre-class reading, homework 
assignments, and other work deemed appropriate by faculty. Successful completion of the 
final examination is required. 

Prior DITA students who have completed this module may attend select days with prior 
approval. A faculty list and course schedule is being finalized and will be posted on the DIA 
website: www.cdia.org/dita   

Required Materials 
Program materials will be provided during class. All students are required to bring a laptop, 
note taking materials, and printing capabilities (i.e., paper, flash-drive). 
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Assignments & Attendance 
Attendance at all classes and exercises is mandatory. Tardiness or absenteeism 
may jeopardize your final grade, participation, and/or course credit. Attendance will be 
taken twice daily to ensure consistent participation and will be considered in the final grade. 

Venue & Host Hotel 
Humphreys Half Moon Inn 

​2303 Shelter Island Dr. San Diego, CA 92106

Group Name: DITA  Link: Reservation-Link 
Special Rate: $169 Single/Double. Valid through Sept. 28, 2026 

Wifi included in rooms and throughout venue

*Free street parking is available and students will receive discounted parking in the hotel lot.

Registration Information 
Pre-registration is required. No walk-ins will be allowed during the event. No more than 60 
students will be allowed to enroll due to the interviewing and testifying simulations. 
Enrollment will be handled on a first-paid, first-served basis. Enrollment is not complete 
until full payment is received. Enrolled students will be contacted by email with additional 
instructions, assignments, and class schedule information prior to the event start date. 
Instruction course content is subject to modification based on the needs of students and the 
availability of faculty. Register at: https://cdia.org/dita-course  

A la carte registration is allowed for $100 per day Monday-Wednesday for anyone 
who has already completed this DITA course. For information email 
PBentiez@sdcounty.ca.gov  

Academy Fee 
$550 for active DIA members. 

$650 for non-members 
Fee includes classroom material, instruction, light snacks,one lunch and dinner. 

Fee does not include parking, lodging, or travel expenses. 

CANCELATION POLICY 
Cancellations must be emailed to Pascual Benitez at: PBentiez@sdcounty.ca.gov 

Cancellations are subject to a 30% cancellation fee. No refunds after 5:00 pm on Oct 4, 2026. 

The DITA Committee looks forward to seeing you in San Diego, California! 
DITA courses provide a minimum of thirty hours of classroom instruction, as well as hands-on practical 

exercises and a written final examination. We look forward to seeing you at this exciting event! 

DITA CHAIRS: Adriela Guzman & Pascual Benitez 
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