Defense Investigators Association
The California Organization of Public Defender Investigators
P. O. Box 124961, San Diego, CA 92112
www.cdia.org

“Honoring the Past, Advancing the Profession, Celebrating 60 Years”
Defense Investigators Association Annual Seminar

MAY 21st & 22nd 2026
Monterey, California

May 21, 2026
7:00 - 8:00 Registration and Welcome
8:00 —8:30 Keynote Speaker

Raymond Buenaventura, Monterey County Public Defender

8:30 - 10:30 Settling An 8 Year DP Case
Peter McGuirre, Supervising Deputy Public Defender
Tulare County Office of the Public Defender

10:45-12:00 Al: What Is It, How Can We Use It for Defense, and Best
Practice Ethics
Kenneth Stewart, Investigator
Federal Public Defender

12:00 - 1:30 LUNCH ON YOUR OWN

1:30 - 2:45 Report Writing and Discovery Obligations: Maintaining
Confidentiality and Not Disclosing What We Don’t Have To
Michael Ogul, Private Attorney and Retired Public Defender
Lisa Eager, PI/Mitigation and Defense Victim Outreach Specialist

3:00 - 4:00 A Holistic Approach to Theory of Defense and Compelling
Themes
Heather Rogers, Defense Public Defender
Santa Cruz County Office of the Public Defender

4:15 - 5:15
Juvenile Matters - Juvenile Court Overview and Why
Investigating Juvenile Cases is Important
Maribel Ferriera, Juvenile Deputy Public Defender
Monterey County Office of the Public Defender

6:00 - 8:00 President’s Welcome Dinner
Tipsy Putt, Taco Bar, 95 Prescott Ave., Monterey, CA 93940
Taco Bar and “All you Can Play” Indoor & Table Mini-Golf

Annual Seminar 2026. 4/14/26 Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/diagalif
Instagram: http://instagram.com/diacalif
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MAY 22,2026

8:00 -9:45 Trauma, Memory, and Investigative Interviewing: Strategies
For Defense Investigators
Michael C. Hermann, Private Investigator/Investigative Expert
and Analyst
Mike Hermann Investigations

10:00 - 12:00 Trauma Exposure By The Investigator and How It Affects the

Investigator
Elizabeth Byrd, Director of Holistic Defense

Santa Cruz County Office of the Public Defender

12:00 - 1:30 General Membership Meeting And Lunch
InterContinental Hotel - Provided by DIA

1:45-2:45 Top 10 Things Attorneys Need Investigators to Know - Report
Writing, Eliminating Common Mistakes and Confusion
Maribel Ferriera, Juvenile Deputy Public Defender
Monterey County Office of the Public Defender

3:00 —4:00 Attorney And Investigator Relationships: You May Not Know
What I Know
Ronald Weber, Associate Attorney
United Firm/La Liga Defensora

4:00 — 4:30 EVALUATIONS & CERTIFICATES

The Defense Investigators Association and the DIA Seminar Committee appreciate your
attendance and look forward to seeing you at future DIA/DITA events.

Leticia Macias, DIA President
Liz Aguilar, Seminar Chair/Secretary-Treasurer

Content is subject to modifications based on faculty availability.
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