
 

DITA IV – INVESTIGATIVE SCIENCES & TECHNOLOGY 
 

 
 

DEFENSE INVESTIGATOR TRAINING ACADEMY 
DITA IV – Investigative Sciences & Technology 

 
October 6-10, 2025 
The Queen Mary 
Long Beach, CA 

 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
Monday October 6th 

 
7:30 – 8:00 am   Registration – Queen’s Salon 
 

8:00 – 8:30 am   WELCOME & COURSE INFORMATION 
 

8:30 – 9:00 am  Keynote Speaker – Ricardo Garcia, Los Angeles Public Defender 
 
9:00 – 12:00 pm  Evidence and the Law  
     John O’Connell, Attorney 
     San Diego County Alternate Public Defender 
 
12:00 – 1:30 pm  LUNCH - on your own 
 
1:30 – 5:00 pm  Evidence Collection 
     Elissa Mayo, Assistant Bureau Director 
     Dept. of Justice, Sacramento 
 

5:30pm     RECEPTION DINNER – Provided by DITA 

Masks & Maritime Mayhem in The Queen Mary Ballroom 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
 

Tuesday October 7th 
 
 
8:00 – 12:00 am   Evidence Collection 
     Elissa Mayo, Assistant Bureau Director 
     Dept. of Justice, Sacramento 
 
 
12:00 – 1:30 pm  LUNCH - on your own 
 

 

1:30 – 3:30 pm  Evaluating Strangulation Evidence / Medical Records 
from a Medical Perspective 

     Tara Godoy, RN  
     Godoy Medical Forensics www.GodoyMedical.net 
 
 
3:45 – 5:00 pm  Digital and Cellphone Forensics 
     Jack Alcantara, Assistant Chief Investigator  
     & Cinthia Sanchez, Investigator 
     Federal Defenders of San Diego 

  

http://www.godoymedical.net/
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

 
 

Wednesday October 8th 
 
 
8:00 – 12:00 pm   Forensic Pathology: Injuries Wounds, Toxicology 
     Dr. Steve Campman, Medical Examiner (Retired) 
     County of San Diego 
 
 
12:00 – 1:30 pm  LUNCH - on your own  
 

 
1:30 – 3:30 pm  Homicide Investigations 
     Steve Eguchi & Ron Ito 
     LAPD Robbery-Homicide Detectives, Retired 
 
 
3:45 – 5:00 pm  Firearms Familiarization 
     Stephen Drayton 

Senior Inspector/OMSU Medic 
U.S. Marshals Service 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
 

Thursday October 9th 
 
 
8:00 – 8:45 am    Crime Scene Orientation  
     Pascual Benitez, Chief Investigator 

San Diego County Alternate Public Defender 
DITA Committee Chair 

 
 
9:00 am – 1:00 pm   TEAM CRIME SCENES INVESTIGATIONS 
     Assigned teams will venture out and locate 
     four (4) different crime scenes throughout the  

Queen Mary each team member will have their own 
role and will document and uncover the evidence to  
later present their interpretation of the facts. 

 
1:00 – 2:30 pm  LUNCH - PROVIDED BY DITA 
 

2:30 – 5:00 pm  CRIME SCENE WRAP UP  

   DITA Committee Chairs, Leticia Macias & Adriela Guzman 

   DITA Instructors of Record, Matt Mohun & Jim McMahon 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
 

Friday October 10th 
 

 
FINAL 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 

Arrive at the Queen’s Salon, be prepared  
For a closed book test. 

 
 

CONGRATS TO STUDENTS EARNING THEIR CCDI AFTER DITA IV 
  
 
 
 
 

Thanks to our Coordinators and DITA Chairs: 
 

Leticia Macias, DIA President 
Adriela Guzman 
Pascual Benitez 

As well as the rest of the DIA Board, Volunteers, 
And our Instructors of Record James McMahon & Matthew Mohun 

 
 


