
 

  DEFENSE INVESTIGATOR TRAINING ACADEMY 
Investigative Sciences and Technology – DITA IV 

October 6–10, 2025 
 Long Beach, CA  9 

 
The California Defense Investigators Association (DIA) is proud to present the fourth module of 
the Defense Investigator Training Academy (DITA). The first and most thorough accredited 
training program specifically designed for professional criminal defense investigators. 
 
 The Defense Investigator Training Academy (DITA) program consists of four modules targeting 
specific areas of criminal defense investigation.  Each module is comprised of thirty hours of 
classroom and laboratory instruction followed by a final written examination.  
 
Students must complete all four modules of training and pass rigorous written examinations in 
each module in order to complete the full course.  Upon completion of all four modules, the 
student will receive accreditation as a Certified Criminal Defense Investigator (CCDI). 
 
The program is sponsored and accredited by the California Defense Investigators Association.   
 

DITA Committee Chairs: 
Pascual Benitez, Adriela Guzman, & Leticia Macias 

 
DITA Instructors of Record: 

James McMahon & Matthew Mohun 
 

DITA IV 
 

 “Investigative Sciences & Technology”  
 

-Crime Scenes Investigation -Evidence Collection 
-Cell Phones -Pathology 
-Firearms - Strangulation 
-Diagraming  - Crime Scene Documentation 
  

 
Classes will be taught by subject matter experts, criminal defense attorneys and investigators. A 
faculty list is being finalized and will be posted on the DIA website: www.cdia.org/dita 
 
Students are required to physically attend every class and not miss any portion of the 
program nor audit the course.  Students may be required to complete pre-class reading, or other 
homework assignments, deemed appropriate by faculty. Completion of the final examination 
with a grade of “C” or better is required to pass each module.  Prior DITA students who have 
completed this module and want to repeat one or more class may do so at a reduced rate and with 
prior approval from the DITA Chairs.   
 
Course content is subject to modification based on student needs and faculty availability. 



                                                           

DITA IV Venue 
 

The Queen Mary Hotel 
Long Beach, CA 90802 

562-435-3511 
 

             Group Name:  DITA  
Reservation link available online 

 
Special Rate: $169 Single/Double. Valid through September 15, 2025 

$15 Reduced Overnight Parking  
Free Wi-Fi 

 
What Do I Bring To Class? 

 
Program materials will be provided electronically.  All students are required to bring a laptop, 
note taking materials, and printing capabilities.   Attendance, timeliness and participation in all 
exercises is mandatory.  Failure to comply with these guidelines may jeopardize your final 
grade and/or completion of the course.  
 

Registration Information 
 

Pre-registration is required. Students wishing to attend must complete the registration form 
online.  Enrollment is not considered complete until full payment is received.  
Class is limited to 60 students.  No walk-ins.  
Students will be contacted by email with additional instructions and class schedule information.  

 
Academy Fee 

 
$550 for current DIA Members and Associate Members. 
$650 for non-members.  
 
Fee includes classroom material, instruction, coffee, light snacks during classroom sessions, lunch 
on Thursday and dinner on Monday.  Fee does not include lodging, travel or any other expenses 
associated to this training.  
 
 
The DITA Committee looks forward to seeing you in Long Beach for another valuable training 
opportunity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


